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1882 map of the entire Asaka Canal (Asaka Canal Land Improvement District Library)

Rt E25%

25 Employees of Kaiseisha

__“L%‘ The Foundation of the Development of
—) Modern Koriyama

The Asaka Land Development

PN
Frontier 3: =

Lhl
\|
/[L

and Asaka Canal Project
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Hayama Waterfall in the Meiji period
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What is Japan Heritage ?

The stories that tell of an area’s culture and tradition through its historic appeal
and characteristics are being certified by the Agency for Cultural Affairs. The
purpose of this project is to revitalize regions by communicating the allure of
various cultural properties, without which these certified stories could not be
told, both domestically and internationally in an effort led by the local region.

The Meiji Government’s nationally-funded project becomes the
foundation for the Koriyama of today

In the early Meiji period (late 19th century), Fukushima Prefecture planned
the Otsukibara Development Project to provide economic relief to the
shizoku (the warrior-class that had been abolished). Along with the
migration of the retainers of the former Nihonmatsu-clan, wealthy local
merchants formed the Kaiseisha company and invested in the project.
As a result of this two-pronged development from both the prefecture
and the private sector, the population increased and Kuwano Village was
born. Secretary of the Interior, Toshimichi Okubo, who had worked on the
job-creation policy for former samurai and the promotion of new industry,
took special notice of the success of this new village, as it was the first
stop he made on the Meiji Emperor’s regional tour. On this land which
had the groundwork for development, the Asaka Canal project - the Meiji
Government’s first nationally-funded farming irrigation project - began,
drawing water from Lake Inawashiro to the Asaka Plains in order to solve
the issue of the lack of water needed for the Asaka Land Development
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The Pioneers’ Hopes Still Alive Today

The ‘Asaka Land Development and Asaka Canal Project’ was achieved by making the most
of the local culture: to accept diversity of people, things, and technology from all over Japan

and the world, and to harmonize and live alongside one another.
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Project.

In 1878, 2000 people from 500 samurai families from nine different
domains across the country from as far as the former Kurume domain on
the island of Kyushu, settled in the Koriyama area. Construction of the
Asaka Canal Project began in 1879 and overcame many difficulties, such
as digging tunnels through mountains to allow water to pass. The project
took approximately three years and the cumulative labor of 850,000 people
until it was finally completed in 1882. In the latter half of the Meiji period,
the difference in elevation of the water being drawn from Lake Inawashiro,
located at a high altitude, was used to construct a hydroelectric power
plant.

The success of the country’s first long-distance high-voltage transmission
led to the propulsion of industrialization with this electric power and
became the cornerstone of modern Koriyama, with a well-balanced
development of business, agriculture, and industry.

This series of historical events was certified as ‘Japan Heritage’ in
2016,and its spirit is carried on in the lives of in the people in the area
today.
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The cherry blossoms in Kaiseizan
(Japan cultural heritage property)
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Japan’s oldest Someiyoshino cherry tree in Kaiseizan Park

In the past, local merchants who responded to the call for the land development of
Fukushima Prefecture formed the Kaiseisha company and began full-scale development.
The company regulations stipulated that flowers and trees be planted along the
embankment of the river and cherry blossom trees such as Higanzakura and Yamazakura
trees were planted. That area is now Kaiseizan Park and a well-known place for enjoying
cherry blossoms in the spring.

The results of a tree aging survey taken of the trees here proved that one of the
Someiyoshino trees in the park was planted by the original pioneers and has been
determined to be among the oldest Someiyoshino trees in Japan. The pioneers’ hope for
the future paved the way for a new era and is still present here today, along with the cherry
blossom trees they planted.




